
 

 

 
 
 
May 16, 2020 
 
Dear MESA Families, 
 
I want to start with a spirit of gratitude. First, thank you to everyone who offered input and participated in 
the interview process for the new MESA principal. Secondly, I would like to thank Ms. Trina Gandy for 
stepping into the role of Interim Principal for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year, which turned 
into a bigger job than any of us could have predicted.  
 
As we prepare for the 2020-2021 school year, I am delighted to announce that Ms. Gandy will remain at 
MESA as the Assistant Principal and we welcome Ms. Janet Colvin as Principal. 
 
Ms. Colvin is joining us from the Racine Unified School District, where she spent the last nine years as 
principal. Her background also includes over 20 years experience as a teacher and administrative leader 
in the Milwaukee Public School System.  
 
Ms. Colvin obtained her Bachelor’s Degree from Rust College and also holds a Master’s Degrees from 
National Louis University in Educational Leadership. Currently, Ms. Colvin is completing her dissertation 
at Cardinal Stritch University, with an anticipated graduation date of May 2021. 
 
Committed to her individualized professional growth, Ms. Colvin has participated in the National Institute 
of School Leadership, attended professional development for leaders, at the Harvard University Graduate 
Institute for Educational Leadership, and trained at the Teacher’s College of Columbia University in New 
York, New York. 
 
Ms. Colvin is truly passionate about the next generation and Milwaukee’s urban education. We are 
delighted to welcome Ms. Colvin in her new role as principal of the Milwaukee Environmental Sciences 
Academy, a MTEC Charter School effective July 1, 2020. 
 
Finally, as we prepare to close this school year, please stay connected and subscribe to MESA 
alerts by texting eagles to 80123. Unprecedented times, the focus includes a safe closure to this school 
year and advanced preparation for next year. Please look for additional communication in regards to your 
child’s items and steps for a 2020-2021 school opening via text, website, social media and newsletter. 
 
Should you have questions, please feel free to contact me directly at lcoppinsrobbins@mteconline.org or 
414-342-1569. 
 
Regards, 
Laci Coppins Robbins, Ed.D. 
Executive Director 
 



 

 

 


